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no doubt to disciplinary treatment, if nothing worse, for
his attempted escape." x

But Mr. Justice Petrides was in a minority, for the
opinion of Mr. Justice Sawrey-Cookson, who was
President of the Supreme Court, was supported by
Mr. Justice Aitken. The Presiding Judge sub-
mitted to himself and his brethren the following
question :

" Can a runaway slave in the Protectorate Territory of
this Colony take action against his master who re-takes
him and so regains his rights of possession in him against
the slave's will ? " 2

having asked himself this question, Mr.
Justice Sawrey-Cookson reviewed the legislation of
the Protectorate, and came to the following
conclusion :
" Here then we have the clearest possible recognition
of a slave who is owned much as a chattel can be owned,
and it must logically result that there is a right to follow
and regain by use of any lawful means the rights of owner-
ship in and possession of the property of which he has
been deprived by the absconding of his slave. " 3
The President then concluded his judgment in
the following words :
" Until the Legislature makes it perfectly .clear that no
such right to re-take is to be recognised, I cannot find
that the law as it stands at present denies that right to
the slave-owner in the Protectorate.
I am of the opinion therefore that the re-taking in
1 Cmd, 3020, pp. 68-9.         2 Ibid. p. 62.          3 Ibid. p. 63.